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The legal team at Robert J. DeBry and Associates present this guide as a comprehensive report on all subjects that relate to being in a car 
accident. The content of the guide includes the following topics: how to prevent a car accident, what factors cause the most car 

accidents, what you should do immediately after being in an accident, why individuals should consider hiring a car accident 
lawyer, and why you should choose the legal team at Robert J. DeBry and Associates. The reader of this guide will gain insight on 

how to be a better driver, factual information about accidents, the complications of car accident cases, and why it is beneficial to hire a car 
accident lawyer. At the end of the guide is an appendage that contains frequently asked questions and summarized answers.
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Preface



A large percentage of accidents are avoidable, but 
people must take the time to ensure safe driving 
practices. This chapter addresses ways in which 

drivers can contribute to safer roads by describing 
preventative actions drivers can take before an 

accident happens. The sections in this chapter include: 
Car Maintenance Tips, Courteous Driving, Defensive 

Driving, Road Rage and Aggressive Driving Signs. Each 
section provides detailed insight on how implementing 
or being aware of these practices and behaviors will 

help create safer roads. 

PREVENTION
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Car accidents can strike on any day at any given time. Whether they are the byproduct of distracted or reckless driving, drowsy driving, driving under the 
influence, or some other cause, you can fall victim to an auto accident even when you are driving safely. 


While most accidents are caused by improper driving, there are instances where an accident is caused by a car owner’s failure to maintain their vehicle. Car 
maintenance-related accidents happen more frequently than you would expect. In a paradoxical way, the money you spend on maintaining your car will help 
you avoid spending more on an accident later. However, more important than money, it keeps you and others on the road safe. 


Driving safely goes far beyond just staying alert and respectful while on the road—it requires you to make sure your car running correctly. From checking 
your tire pressure to repairing cracks in your windshield, there are a few things to do to ensure proper car maintenance.


Proper Tire Maintenance

A safe vehicle starts with the tires. Drivers have to be able to rely on that rubber under their car to get them from point A to point B in a safe manner. Checking 
your tire pressure is the best way to make sure you do not end up stranded on the side of the road—or worse, in an accident. Aside from checking your tire 
pressure, you should also watch your tire tread. Every tire has a tread wear indicator bar at 2/32” of remaining tread. This bar indicates when your tire should 
be replaced in order to avoid any accidents on the road. If you continue to drive around on a tire with low tread, you are at risk of blowing out your tire or 
skidding easier. If you are in an accident when this happens, it is likely that a personal injury lawyer will not be able to do much for you.

Car Maintenance Tips
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Checking the tire’s pressure and tread and rotating them every 
3,000 miles is the best way to reduce the chances of getting in 
an accident. If your tires are lacking in tread, the best thing to do 
is to replace them. Properly maintained tires will help all drivers 
to avoid a common accident.

Worn Out Brake Pads

Brakes function by a liquid-based, hydraulic system. Brake fluid 
is used to assist the vehicle in slowing smoothly at the touch of 
the brake. This means that in order for a car to stop, it relies on 
the brake fluid, but if drivers run out of that fluid, problems will 
start to come up.

Issues also occur when your brake pads start to wear down and 
start to get rusty. It is recommended that drivers get their brakes 
inspected every time they get their tires rotated in order to avoid 
any unforeseen problems with your brakes. Along with your tires, 
proper brake maintenance is crucial to stay safe on the road.

Cracked Windshields

While cracks and chips on a windshield may not seem like a big 
deal, they can lead to serious personal injury. These small chips 
can turn into giant cracks that end up obstruct ing the vision of a 
driver and decreasing their reaction time. If a dangerous crack is 
left untreated, it can lead to a shattered windshield. If you have a 
cracked windshield, it should be replaced immediately.

The maintenance of a vehicle’s tires, brakes and windshields are 
vital, but there is a lot more. Oil changes, switching out 
windshield wipers, and changing out dim lights are a few other 
frequent tune-ups a vehicle may need, but there are still other 
precautions that can be made. In order to avoid a maintenance-
related accident, the best advice is to earnestly care for your car.
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As a driver, you share the road with a large number of other individuals—other drivers, motorcyclists, bikers, and pedestrians. A big part of being a good driver 
is not only driving safely and being aware of your surroundings but being courteous to other drivers on the road. Here are a few easy ways to be a courteous 
driver. 

The first courteous driving tip is to avoid any driving too closely behind another (tailgating). You should always keep a safe distance between yourself and the 
car in front of you. This is important for obvious reasons—if the car in front of you slams on their breaks and you slam into them, legally, it is your fault. If you 
are driving with someone tailgating you, avoid aggravating them and move over so he or she can pass you. In the end, you are responsible for keeping a safe 
distance. 

An opportune time to be a courteous driver is when others are entering another lane or merging onto the freeway. Making room for those vehicles, especially in 
heavy traffic situations, can help make the drive safer and less stressful 
for yourself and others. However, if you are the driver merging or 
changing lanes, do your best not to impede the course of the cars you 
get in front of. You should try to move into their lane only when there is a 
large enough space for you to fit. While it is nice to have someone to 
make space for you, you should not force others to slow down for you in 
order to move into their lane. And of course, use your turning signal 
when you change lanes to alert all other vehicles in your proximity. 

At a stop sign, courteous drivers will come to a complete stop and 
observe the right-of-way of other drivers on the road. Because laws are 
made to preserve the safety of pedestrians, they frequently have the 
right-of-way. Even when you think you have the right-of-way, be cautious 
of their motion. If someone violates your right-of-way and is struck as a 
result, you may want to consult a personal injury lawyer to avoid being 
accused of fault. 

These are just a few of the many ways to be a courteous driver. There 
are other ways to be a courteous driver and it does not take that much 
effort. Though it may seem like an optional request, courteous driving is 
required to keep safe and well-functioning roads for drivers, bikers, and 
pedestrians alike. 

Courteous Driving
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Some individuals scorn at defensive drivers because tendencies like 
slow driving and overly cautious moves, but defensive driving is 
should not be something anyone looks down upon. 

Defensive driving is double-checking before you change lanes, 
controlling your speed, being alert, being free of distractions, and 
driving carefully in extreme weather conditions; defensive driving is all 
about avoiding car accidents. As a driver, you should do everything in 
your power to drive defensively. You will not only help yourself avoid a 
personal injury on the road, but you will keep other drivers safe as 
well. Here are some of the reasons why you should drive defensively.

The Benefits of Defensive Driving

Aside from the most important benefit, avoiding a car accident, 
defensive driving has much more to offer. You will find that following 
the techniques of a defensive driver will help you stay more alert while 
you drive. There are a few “golden rules” to follow when you get 
behind the wheel:
-Staying Aware - Watch out for any hazards on the road and be aware of 
potential dangers.
-Be Alert - Different that being aware, being alert is being ready to react 
when others on the road drive recklessly.
-Drive Respectfully - Make sure you drive safely around other vehicles 
and drive courteously.

Another immense benefit of defensive driving is the financial comfort 
it gives you. Instead of racking up speeding tickets and struggling to 
receive a fair insurance rate, you will not have to worry. Some 
insurance companies reward defensive drivers by offering reduced 
insurance rates and even bonus checks for drivers who have gone 
without an auto accident for a certain amount of time. In addition, if 
you have a colorful record regarding receiving tickets, driving 
defensively can help offset the points you may have amassed.

Defensive Driving
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Contrary to popular belief, road rage is not always defined by the acts of honking your horn, making obscene gestures, and yelling at another driver—these 
actions are categorized as the behavior of an aggressive driver. However, there are specific signs that indicate the difference between both escalated forms of 
driving. No matter what the difference is, a personal injury lawyer will advise all drivers to recognize the signs of road rage and aggressive driving; try to 
prevent further aggravating any driver involved in either of these dangerous behaviors.

The signs and actions of road rage and aggressive driving obviously creates a dangerous situation on the road, but these actions might be explained through 
a connection shared between negative personality traits and escalated drivers. Research on the psychological side of transportation and human behavior 
shows that there is a connection between narcissistic people and aggressive drivers (1). Whether it is narcissism or another negative attribute, signs of 
aggressive driving are seen in people that are easily-provoked, lack patience, and carry selfish tendencies. These negative traits correlate directly to the 
actions of an aggressive driver mentioned above.

In addition to the few examples of an aggressive driver, aggressive driving is also defined by speeding, tailgating, brake checking, cutting others off while 
changing lanes, failure to signal and other inconsiderate driving behaviors. Road rage, on the other hand, is when a situation of aggressive driving becomes 
so escalated that the driver resorts to violence as a resolution. The actions of road rage include any physical confrontation, in other words, the driver with 
actual road rage will participate in any of the following activities: getting out of their vehicle, hitting others with their vehicle, or assaulting others.

Road Rage and Aggressive Driving
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Learning what actions constitute road rage makes it clear that the frustration you have seen or experienced is more likely consistent with the behavior of an 
aggressive driver. While 85% of aggressive drivers state that they would stop before taking the situation to the next level of rage, the danger still exists (2). In 
order to preserve safety, there are many ideas to consider that will help you avoid further aggravating an upset driver, all while calming yourself down as well.

When you recognize an aggressive driver on the road:
- Be aware of your surroundings
- Give the driver space
- Yield to any of their aggressive maneuvers
- Remember, you do not know their current situation
- Apologize in a safe way if they pass you after you 

have made a mistake

When you are frustrated while driving:

- Take a few deep breaths
- Listen to peaceful music
- Remember that no one is perfect
- Remember that you can control your emotions—pull 

over if needed
- Recognize that your driving can become a hazard to 

everyone’s safety

A poll taken by the Washington Post records that 12% of drivers 
experience anger on the road—that is every tenth driver you see 
(3). With that high of a ratio between normal and frustrated 
drivers, there are higher chances of you facing an altercation with a frustrated driver. 

A personal injury lawyer will frequently handle cases that include someone who has experienced road raged or aggressive driving. If you get injured in a wreck 
that is caused by someone else’s frustration, take note of the actions they took and report it to your personal injury lawyer to ensure liabilities are properly sorted 
out. The personal injury lawyers at Robert J. DeBry are experienced in these sorts of cases and can provide you with the service you need.
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Chapter 2

While there are many ways to prevent an accident, 
appropriate methods are not always adopted. The 

chances of an accident increase significantly when an 
individual fails to observe safe driving habits. This 

chapter details what factors are behind the majority of 
accidents. Within the chapter are the following 

sections: Car Accident Statistics, Distracted Driving, 
Drunk Driving, and 100 Deadliest Days. Each one of 

these factors ties to the negligence of another, but this 
chapter will also explain ways in which drivers can 

increase awareness.

CAUSES



In just one year, 62,471 accidents occurred in Utah—259 of them being fatal (a total of 281 lives were lost in those accidents) (4). With transportation being 
such a vital part of everyday life, it is out of place that people’s lives are at such a high risk when they take the road, especially when they may not be at fault. 
Personal injury lawyers can and will assist anyone that is victimized in this kind of incident, but being aware before the accident occurs will help start the 
initiative for drivers and passengers to be more cautious as they travel from one place to the next.

 The top three most common causes of the 62,471 accidents were as follows:

1. Following Too Close — 16.5%
2. Failure to Yield Right of Way — 12.2%
3. Speeding — 10.2%

To some, there may be a plethora of reasons as to why someone might have participated in the activities above, but with good planning and courteous driving, 
30 percent of those 62,000 accidents could have been reduced remarkably. Nonetheless, examining the top three causes of accidents further, we have found 
significant statistics involving the fatality rate that may push drivers even more to make changes.

While following too closely was the main cause of accidents, the fatality was much lower in those accidents. On the other hand, speeding was not only the third 
highest cause of wrecks, it was also the deadliest. With speeding being such a dangerous factor in these wrecks, it is interesting to note the speed at which 
these accidents occurred. Ascending from 30 MPH to 75 MPH, the breakdown looks like this:

- 30-35 MPH — 20.7%
- 40-45 MPH — 23.7%
- 50-55 MPH — 7.8%
- 60-65 MPH — 5%
- 70-75 MPH — 13.8%

Car Accident Statistics
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At Robert J. DeBry and Associates, our personal injury 
lawyers often deal with cases that involve a fatality, but two 
of the more common cases that are left off the lists above 
are accidents that involve a DUI or a distracted driver. 
Surprisingly, DUI accidents only occurred 2% of the time 
and distracted driving accidents 5.8% of the time. This may 
not seem particularly extraordinary, but the fatality rate of 
these is. While these incidents did not occur as much as 
other accidents, the fatality jumped to 8% of all the DUI 
crashes and 7.2% for distracted driving wrecks—that is the 
fourth and sixth highest cause of death during that year 
(1st was speeding, 2nd was failure to yield, 3rd was ran off 
the road, and the 5th was overcorrections). Not only is it 
unfair to everyone to drive distracted or impaired, it simply 
does not have a place behind the wheel. That is the reason 
why personal injury lawyers cover an ample amount of 
legal cases involving those factors.

The last two reports we want to give you deal with gender 
and age. First, men were found in accidents more often 
than women, especially in fatal accidents. Of the 62,000+ 
accidents, 55.6% involved a male while 40.7% involved a 
female—72.6% of fatal accidents involved a man 
compared to 26.1% that involved a woman. The last 
statistic shows the top five ages that caused the most 
wrecks. They were as follows:

1. 20-24 — 14.7%
2. 15-19 — 12.8%
3. 25-29 — 11.5%
4. 30-34 — 10.2%
5. 35-39 — 9.5% 

Car accidents happen to everyone. Even if you are in the 
minority for most of these statistics, it can still happen to 
you. It is best to be aware of these factors and continue to 
drive courteously. 10



Smartphones, smartwatches, tablets and other 
technological gadgets all contribute to distracted 
driving accidents, and when they do, a personal injury 
lawyer will be sure to take note of it. When an 
accident occurs and there is any sort of device used 
during the accident, the user will likely be viewed as at 
some fault, if not full fault. As technology continues to 
advance and becomes more of a staple in our modern 
world, it has, unfortunately, lead to the development of 
more distractions and ultimately embossed the 
number of auto accidents. Approximately nine people 
are killed, and another 1,000 are injured in car 
accidents caused by a distraction every day (5).

That number is shocking, but with the staggering 
volume of drivers that use their cell phones while 
behind the wheel, some of that shock might dissipate. 
According to the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration (NHTSA), approximately 660,000 
drivers are using their cellphones in broad daylight 
across the nation every day (6). When hundreds of 
thousands of drivers are driving distracted, it is no 
wonder the number of accidents is so colossal.  

To better understand how to stop distracted driving, it is imperative to understand what distracted driving is. While many people associate distracted driving with

Understanding What Constitutes “Distracted Driving”

Distracted driving does not exclusively mean texting and driving; a personal injury lawyer will tell you that it can be anything from making a phone call to eating 
lunch while attempting to drive at the same time. Other examples include talking to other passengers in your vehicle, messing with the radio, and anything else 
that may take your attention off the road for any amount of time.

The Dangers of Distracted Driving
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It is impossible to drive safely unless your full attention is 
set on one thing: driving. To put things into perspective, you 
may think that taking your eyes off the road for a few 
seconds is no big deal, however, taking five seconds to do 
something such as send a text or change the radio station 
at 55 miles per hour is equivalent to driving the length of a 
football field blind. To break that down, a distracted driver 
can cover a stretch of 300 feet of road in a matter of 
seconds. 

What You Can Do to Help

The distracted driving epidemic will not dissolve on its own. 
Every driver needs to make an effort to drive with their full 
attention on the road. As a driver, the best way to help 
facilitate a safer road is to lead by example. If you are 
driving and you get a phone call or a text you need to take, 
look for a safe place to pull over and park to answer said 
text or call. This will help other drivers see what they should 
ideally do when they are in a similar situation.

If you are driving with other passengers, show them how its 
done. Set rules for yourself and your passengers to ensure 
that everyone stays safe while in the vehicle. Let them 
know that you need to focus on the road and that they 
should avoid distracting you at any cost. Setting the 
standard for safe driving is the first step in the right 
direction.
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The drunk driving epidemic has been affecting millions of lives not just across the nation, but around the globe for years. As early as the 1960s, the number of 
drunk driving accidents in the United States was well into the thousands. During that decade, one year could see as many as 25,000 plus accidents due to the 
carelessness of drunk drivers. Around the 1970s, there were hardly any laws to punish those who decided to drive under the influence. In the event of a crash, 
no licenses were suspended, no penalties were given, and these crashes were considered “accidents” that no one meant to cause. 

In fact, in 1977, a journalist named Doris Aiken was shocked to read about a drunk driver who had killed two teenagers in New York City. When she 
questioned the district attorney about the accident, a shocking revelation was made. The driver who had collided with and killed the teenagers would be 
allowed to keep his license, and even more shockingly, would not face any jail time. Aiken knew that change had to happen, and it has. A personal injury 
attorney today will fight for someone who was injured in an accident caused by a drunk driver.

As of 1978, several anti-drunk driving groups have emerged, including Remove Intoxicated Drivers (RID) and Mother Against Drunk Driving (MADD). Today, 
laws, as well as penalties, exist to prosecute those who decide to drive under the influence, and while it may seem that that should be enough to stop drunk 
driving, sadly, it is still a leading cause in fatal auto accidents around the world.

How Alcohol Affects Driving Ability

From slurred speech to slowed reaction times, alcohol diminishes your body and mind’s basic functions and makes it harder to perform certain, if not several, 
activities. Drivers who decide to drive under the influence may experience loss of judgment, an altered mood, a decline in visual functions, and reduced ability 
to maintain lane position.

Drunk Driving
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When alcohol is consumed, it is absorbed through the walls of 
the stomach and makes its way into the bloodstream until the 
liver metabolizes it. As a way to measure how much alcohol 
someone has consumed, officers use a breathalyzer to test the 
Blood Alcohol Concentration (BAC); the weight of alcohol in a 
certain amount of blood is what they look for.

While no amount of alcohol should be consumed before taking 
the wheel, all 50 states along with the District of Columbia and 
Puerto Rico have made it illegal to drive with a BAC of .08 or 
higher. Any amount of alcohol in your system can be deadly 
when behind the wheel. In 2016 alone, 2,017 people were killed 
in drunk driving accidents where their BAC was lower than .08 g/
dL.

Responsible Behavior

The best way to fight the epidemic and save yourself from having 
to call a personal injury attorney is to practice responsible 
behavior. If you know that you will be drinking, always be 
prepared to call a taxi service like Uber or Lyft, or designate 
someone to be a sober driver for the evening. In addition to 
taking care of your own transportation situation, you should also 
never let your friends drive intoxicated; if you are hosting an 
event where alcohol will be served, make sure everyone leaves 
with a sober driver. The National Highway Safety Traffic 
Administration (NHSTA) offers a SaferRide app for those who 
need a ride (7). In the end, it is much better to pay for an Uber or 
other services rather than pay for a DUI ticket or face a personal 
injury lawyer in court for a drinking-related accident.

Aside from an experienced personal injury attorney, Robert J. 
DeBry and Associates also offers a free ride program that 
reimburses you for your cab ride home in the Salt Lake City 
metro area.
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From Memorial Day to the first week of September, The number of fatal accidents on Utah roads nearly doubles in comparison to the rest of the year. Thanks 
to the efforts of drivers and groups like the Utah Department of Transportation’s (UDOT) supported Zero Fatalities program, more and more people are trying 
to make roads safer. However, there are still too many accidents to start giving ourselves pats on the back. Over a ten year period, there were 45% more fatal 
accidents during Utah’s 100 Deadliest Days. 

Personal injury lawyers that see car accident cases year after year understand that the best thing that drivers can do is drive courteously by keeping other 
drivers and passengers on the road in mind; the more drivers do that, the more likely Utah will see fewer accidents during the summer. During the winter, 
roads can be as slick as ice rinks, and the fact that there are consistently fewer accidents stands evident that the effort to be safe makes a difference.

100 Deadliest Days
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According to UDOT and the Department of Public Safety 
(DPS), five primary causes of fatal wrecks involve the 
following: aggressive driving (speeding, failing to yield to 
others, and running people off roads), distracted driving, 
drunk driving, drowsy driving, and driving without a 
seatbelt (8)(9). Each factor contains the makeup of one 
negative attribute: carelessness. Personal injury lawyers 
can confirm that carelessness can usually be found behind 
every driver guilty of causing an accident. This is why 
precautionary action is vital to improving the safety of Utah 
roads.

Tips such as looking twice, never driving when intoxicated, 
wearing a seatbelt, and yielding the right-of-way to others 
can help ensure that safety on the roads is happening. It is 
best to be an aware driver and create the safest 
environment for yourself and other drivers while on the 
road. Avoid driving when your emotions are high, plan to 
be ahead of schedule, and never drive when your driving 
might be affected by intoxication or impaired vision.

Safe driving may be obvious, but there are a lot of people 
out there that forget the importance of safe driving 
because the roads are clear and the sky is blue. If you are 
a safe driver and adhere to courteous driving, make 
continued efforts to discuss the importance of safe driving 
with others. 
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Chapter 3

Being in an accident is not a common occurrence. 
Most of the time, it is one of the drivers first accident 

or the first time in a long time. This chapter is for 
everyone who does not know what to do when they 
are in an accident. You will read about checking for 
injuries, gathering information, and corresponding 

with third-party insurance companies.

AT THE SCENE OF AN ACCIDENT



Even for the most skilled drivers, accidents happen. You break too late, forget to yield, or get distracted for a minute, and your vehicle may likely be pinned 
against another’s. When this happens, what should you do? Move your car? Call an ambulance? Get the phone number of the individual involved? Hire a 
lawyer? 

Here is what should be done when a car accident occurs.

The first thing you should do if you are involved in a car accident is to check for any injuries sustained personally, or by others. If someone is injured, or you 
are unsure if someone is injured, you need to call 911. Make sure that if someone has an injury to their neck or back, you do not move them; wait for the 
ambulance to come and take care of it—you may end up injuring the person more if you try to move them. If it is only a fender bender, move your vehicle out 
of the way of traffic. If no one is injured, call a non-emergency line and request to file a police report. 

It is often suggested to not admit fault. You can still be kind and polite, but you should never assume full responsibility without consulting with a personal injury 
lawyer or a car accident lawyer first. Oftentimes, people get flustered after accidents and end up taking the blame for the accident even if it was not their fault. 
For example, if you are rear-ended, you might say it is your fault because you slammed on your breaks. However, the law says it is the other person’s fault 
because they did not give you enough space. Statements of fault can impact your claim; taking blame puts you at risk of paying for the accident even when it 
is not your fault. 

What to do When You are in a Car Accident
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You will also need to collect information from a number of 
people. The first information you want to gather is from the 
other driver. Ideally, you should get their contact information, 
driver’s license number, license plate number, and basic 
insurance details. Getting their phone number is not enough! 
The more information you get, the safer you will be. It will 
also help you to get information from witnesses. The last 
step of information-gathering, request the name and badge 
number of the police officer on the scene. 

Taking good photos of the accident is also beneficial. Be 
sure to take detailed pictures of all the damage to vehicles 
and surrounding objects. For the best coverage, you need to 
make sure to give all the information and pictures to your 
insurance company or even a personal injury lawyer.

Car accidents are scary for everyone involved. Even when 
you are driving safely, an accident can strike you. By 
following the steps mentioned above will significantly help 
you when an accident happens. If you feel you are 
overwhelmed, bogged down, or not getting what you 
deserve, our next chapter will tell you every reason why you 
should consider hiring a car accident lawyer. 
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Chapter 4

After being in an accident, there is a lot more work 
than anyone expects. Whether you are at fault in an 

accident or you are the victim, there are medical bills, 
repair bills, lost wages from work, ongoing 

communication with the other party, and other 
stressful paperwork. This chapter will explain how 

beneficial it is to have a lawyer on your side.

WHY HIRE A LAWYER



Getting in a car accident presents a variety of unwanted challenges that can trick those who are unfamiliar with insurance policies, legal clauses, medical 
terms, and more. One of the trickiest portions has to do with the money you have lost and deserve to get back: compensation. Thousands of individuals lose 
out on money and time because they do not understand how to navigate through the process of compensation. Here are three of the most common questions 
car accident lawyers and personal injury attorneys answer in regards to compensation.

1. What Injuries Can I be Compensated For?

Depending on the law in each state, your compensation may vary. But in Utah, no matter what injury you sustain, if you are less than 50% at-fault, 
then you can receive at least partial coverage for the medical bills you receive (Utah Code Ann. §78B-5-818).

The way this works is, if you are 49% at-fault, you should receive about 50% of the coverage; if you are 10% at-fault, you would receive close to 90% 
of coverage. Again, if you are found at-fault for 50% or more of the accident, you will receive zero compensation.

Determining the at-fault percentage is quite difficult. Both parties must agree on who caused the accident and who did not. Because it is percentage-
based, the opposing driver’s insurance is going to find anything that you might have been faulted for. As the situation gets stickier and stickier, 
experienced personal injury attorneys can back you up. If the situation needs legal action, then either a judge or jury will determine the outcome 
based on the evidence presented by the other party, yourself, and your personal injury attorney.

Compensation
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2. Can I be Compensated for Lost Wages?
YES — again, depending on your personal circumstance, the outcome varies. The coverage you have with your insurance company will ultimately 
determine whether or not you qualify for compensation. In most cases, you should be covered either by your insurance company or the driver at-
fault’s insurance. However, if your policy has a line including, “Exclusion of Work Loss,” then you will not be covered by your own insurance.

In order to show that you should receive compensation for lost wages, you will need documentation. First, your physician will need to sign something 
that proves that you have expenses for medical bills, prescriptions, hospital visits, and physical therapy sessions—your insurance might have their 
own form for your physician to fill out. Second, another letter, but this one from your employer verifying how much work you have missed. And last of 
all, a copy of the police report.

Figuring out the correct amount of money you deserve from any lost wages situation is complex, especially if you do not have a salary job, but 
personal injury attorneys can guide you through the process. They have the experience you need to combat against insurance companies of the 
opposing driver.

3. Will I Receive Diminished Value Compensation? 
Before answering, it is important to understand what 
diminished value compensation entails. Essentially, 
diminished value refers to the value of the vehicle after it is 
damaged in an accident. Furthermore, there are three types 
of diminished value: immediate, inherent, and repair-related. 
Each of these distinguishes the value of the vehicle at a 
certain stage. This is what each value means:

- Immediate - the value immediately after the accident; 
before any repairs

- Inherent - the difference between the resale value of 
the car before the accident and after the accident—
most common diminished value claim

- Repair-Related - the value lost from incomplete or 
poor repair work  

Ultimately, the answer is yes. You can file a first-party claim to receive compensation from your insurance company to receive a repair-related 
diminished value, or a third-party claim to receive inherent diminished value from the at-fault driver’s insurance. Again, the process may be grueling, 
and there are a lot of different ways of handling the situation, but a personal injury attorney will help instruct you on the steps you need to take.

Compensation can feel like a hassle to receive, but if you are the victim of an accident, you have every reason and right to get back what you deserve. 22



Millions of accidents occurring each year, billions of dollars are spent on expense—a lot of that comes from hospital bills. Medical treatment, medicine, and 
hospital work are all phenomenal services and advancements in our society, but it all comes at a high price. If you have to go to the ER, participate in physical 
therapy, and/or receive prescription as a result of a car accident, the bills can be a headache. However, a car accident lawyer can assist you not only in 
receiving the funds needed to cover the costs but also with handling the bills.

When it comes to your injuries, a car accident lawyer will fight for you to make sure that your medical bills do not dampen your everyday life, especially during 
your recovery. After an appropriate offer is reached from the insurance company involved, a car accident lawyer will allow you to focus on getting your life back 
on track instead of trying to deal with all the bills. No one should have to worry about these complicated things while they are trying to get better—that is why a 
team of legal professionals will take your case until the end. 

With the car accident lawyers at Robert J. DeBry, you will not only get the compensation that you need but the care and attention you deserve as well.

Handling Medical Bills After a Car Accident
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After being in an accident, you can make a claim to your insurance company or the insurance company of the other driver for financial help. However, filing a 
claim can be complicated. You might not have enough information, or you might want to consult with a personal injury attorney before. No matter the challenge 
you face when making a claim, there are a few things you need to be aware of before filing the claim. 

The first thing you should do is determine if the insurance companies will cover the damages or not, not to mention, find out if the person that hit your car has 
insurance. The second thing you should do is to decide if you want to hire a personal injury attorney to help. Unless the injuries do not require you to visit the 
hospital, it is a good idea to speak with a personal injury attorney to make sure that what is of your best interest is taken. The last step to take is determining if 
the claim needs to be taken care of legally in a formal lawsuit. This may take a lot of time and effort, and settlements are often made before a court date needs 
to be set, but in certain situations, it may be best to take matters to court. If that is the case, you will be much better off having a personal injury attorney by 
your side.

Sometimes an accident occurs and a passenger is injured. If this happens to you, you can file a “third-party claim,” meaning that you are making a claim for 
the insurance company of the person that hit you. This claim is to be accepted by the at-fault driver’s insurance company to pay for any medical bills and other 
expenses you have.

As stated earlier, hiring a personal injury attorney is oftentimes the best idea in most personal injury cases. Some of the most common occurrences that call 
for hiring a personal injury lawyer is if the damages turn out to be long-term, if your injuries are severe, if there are more than two parties involved (or liability is 
unclear), or lastly if insurance companies are being difficult to work with.

Overall, remember that filing personal injury claims will eliminate the chances of you paying for someone else’s mistake. In most cases, you should be covered 
through reimbursement from your insurance company; however, if there is any injustice, you will be rewarded properly if you hire a personal injury attorney.

Making Your Claim
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In the second chapter of this guide, you learn that there are 
thousands of accidents happening every day, and if you find yourself 
injured in an accident due to another driver’s recklessness, it is 
important to contact a car accident attorney to see what the value of 
your claim is. After all, a serious accident can lead to extensive 
medical bills, lost wages, expensive damages to your vehicle, and 
harm to both your physical and mental well-being. 

So, how do you find out the exact value of your claim? 

The best thing to do is to contact a car accident lawyer.  At Robert J. 
DeBry, we look into each car accident case and calculate the 
expenses, damages, and any other compensation the individual 
deserves. 
 
Calculating Your Medical Expenses

One of the main expenses that people worry about after an accident are the medical bills. If you are seriously injured in the accident, you will likely have to visit 
the emergency room, receive some kind of surgery, and then schedule therapy visits with your doctor. These hospital visits and surgical bills quite suddenly 
start to add up, and a car accident attorney from Robert J. DeBry and Associates will make sure that you do not have to worry about those bills while you are 
trying to recover. 

We Will Calculate Your Damages

Most serious accidents result in nasty vehicle damage and car repairs can be just as pricey as medical bills, so naturally, car accident attorneys also take the 
damages done to your car and adds them towards the total value of your claim. Again, we do not want you to have to worry about handling the paperwork and 
mathematics as you try to recover.

We Consider the Lost Wages You Have Suffered

Working after a serious accident is out of the question, but that is why we calculate all the lost wages and add them to the total value of your claim. You should 
not have to worry about how you are going to pay your bills, especially if you were injured due to someone else’s negligence.

When we give you the total value of your claim, we want to make sure that everything, from medical bills to lost wages, is covered. We will take your claim and 
get you the compensation you deserve.

What is the Value of My Case?
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When it comes to car crashes, there is so much more to your case than that first settlement offer from the insurance company. Whether you were involved in a 
rear-end collision, a parking lot accident, or someone merged into your lane, it is important to get the most out of your accident claim so that you will not have 
to struggle when it comes to trying to repair your vehicle, or if you end up having to pay for extensive medical bills.

More often than not, insurance companies 
are more concerned with their bank’s money 
than you; the lowest amount they can 
bargain for is the amount they want to hit. 
However, it is quite the opposite with your 
personal injury attorney. Not only do we want 
you to receive the amount you deserve, but 
we also want you to feel cared for. So instead 
of taking the first offer you receive from an 
insurance company, wait until after you have 
spoken with your personal injury attorney or 
lawyer. Here is why.

Again, insurance companies will take 
advantage of unaware drivers involved in 
accidents. While drivers are often rushing for 
a solution or are in a state of panic as soon 

as the accident happens, they can oftentimes be left emotionally vulnerable, causing them to take the first settlement an insurance company offers in order to 
move on and find relief. It may feel relieving to receive any sort of offer in the initial part of the accident, but that amount is usually nowhere near the amount 
you should receive. 

It can seem simple enough to just accept that first check for a couple thousand dollars because it will be in your bank account before you know it. However, 
that rapid response may not seem worth it when the actual repair cost ends up being more than you expect and the injuries last a little longer. In addition, 
insurance companies are not looking to compensate for the stress and time that this accident causes you. Personal injury attorneys will factor that in for you 
and can offer an amount that includes that in your return.

If the insurance company is set on you taking their initial offer, you may want to consider taking legal action. While this sounds harder than it actually is, once 
you do so, a personal injury attorney will guide you through the entire process.

Settlement Offers
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There are a lot of good questions that arise in regards to writing up a car accident claim, such as: 
- How much money can I get? 
- Are there limits to making a claim?
- Can I make a claim a few years after the accident? 

Here are the answers.

How Much Money Can I Receive?

You cannot simply claim excessive amounts of money after an accident. Insurance companies specifically try to make a limit on their coverage. For example, 
one insurance company might give you a per claim limit of  $25,000. If your accident exceeds their maximum, hiring a car accident lawyer will help you make 
sure there is not a cap that tops off before you receive all that you deserve.

Are There Limits to Making a Claim?

Determining how much fault lies on you for an accident can create limitations to how much you can receive in your claim. To elaborate, in Utah, if you are 
found responsible for 20% of the accident, 20% of the money will be deducted. That is to say, if your insurance was going to give you $10,000, they would now 
give you $8,000. If you are responsible for 50% or more of the accident, you are unlikely to receive any compensation from your insurance. This is one reason 
it is super important to contact a car accident lawyer before accepting any blame for the accident. 

Limits to Your Claim

27



Can I Make a Claim a Few Years After the Accident?

When it comes to time limits, you can make a personal injury claim up to two years after the accident (however, the amount depends on the state you live in). 
In addition to this general law, you have three years from the date of the accident to recover any property damage and four years for any personal injury, but if 
you are unsure, a car accident lawyer can explain whether or not a claim can be made (10) (11). If the claim is late, even just by a few days, the court will 
reject it. 

Yes, you have time, but you do not have that much time. The time constraint is mostly to help people account for all of the side-effects that come as a result of 
an accident. Injuries or total damages may not be known for a while, so it can be wise to wait for a little, but again, be sensitive to how long you take. Filing a 
claim is tricky for multiple reasons when it comes to limitations; that is just another reason why hiring a car accident lawyer is a good idea.

Most accidents involve another party, and there has to be 
communication on both sides, but what does that entail? 

What should the communication be like with the other driver? 
Do you speak to them? Can you blame them or should you 
take the blame? Should you simply wait in your car until the 
police arrive? Do you need to consult with a car accident 
attorney? 

The first thing to do after getting into a car accident is to make 
sure no one is injured. After this is done, it can be easy to get 
mad or upset with the other driver, especially when you know it 
was their fault. The best thing to do in this scenario is to wait 
until the police arrive to start discussing who is at fault. This is 
especially important because you do not want to admit fault or 
somehow get tied up with that if it was not actually your fault. 

Communication with the Other Driver
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Things like this actually happen more often than you might think. For example, if you get rear-ended, it might be your first instinct to think that it was your fault 
for slamming on your breaks. However, according to the law, it would be the driver’s fault that hit you because they are responsible for keeping a safe distance 
between cars. This is where hiring a personal injury attorney is useful in car accidents. They can help address issues with the driver at fault.

If you are not too upset with the other driver after moving your car to the side of the road and contacting the police, it is not a bad idea to get out of your car 
and start to exchange insurance information with the other driver. Again, if tensions are tight, you are better off waiting for police to come to mediate the 
situation. You do not have to talk with the other driver till after the police arrive.

One thing that is not widely known when dealing with claims is that you do not have to talk to the other driver’s insurance company. In fact, as mentioned in the 
"Settlement Offers” section, it is often in your best interest to stay away from them. The other driver’s insurance may contact you shortly after the accident for a 
verbal statement. During the heat of the moment, you may not realize yet, but you might actually have more damage and injuries than you initially thought. If 
the insurance company catches you before you receive a full diagnosis of your health and the damages to your car, they will pay you well under what they 
should. 

Ultimately, the communication with the other driver should be friendly but cautious. Take down their name, phone number, license plate, and insurance 
information. Beyond this, be careful discussing what happened and why until after authorities are on the scene. If their insurance company wants to talk with 
you, it may be best to politely decline their request and consult with a personal injury attorney or lawyer first. 

Legal terms are familiar with these situations and can do the negotiations for you. Letting them do the communicating may be the wisest move once you start 
making a claim.
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With an abundance of legal teams, it is difficult to 
pinpoint which firm is right for you. We at Robert J. 
DeBry and Associates have a trademark Six-Point 

Promise that we extend to our clients that guarantees a 
trusted service greatly benefits their situation. This 

chapter goes over our promise and testimonials from 
past clients to display why we are the right firm to go to 

after being in a car accident.

Why Choose Robert J. DeBry

Chapter 5



Coming into contact and hiring a law firm can seem intimidating at first, but with our six-point promise, you will only find all the more reason to hire us. Whether 
you need an attorney to defend your case, or you need a car accident lawyer to support you when you negotiate with insurance companies, Robert J. DeBry 
and Associates promises you the coverage you need and will get what is rightfully yours. The six promises we guarantee consist of the following points: 200+ 
years of experience, no cost for your initial case review, 24/7 connectivity, coming to you, deferring bills, and helping you receive compensation.

200+ Years of Experience

The first thing you need for any legal situation is a team that has been there before—an experienced team competent enough to handle any case. As new 
buildings are built, new websites are created, new phones are developed and the evolution of society continues, we at Robert J. DeBry have lasted through 
the times. The combined experience from decades of existence in a constantly changing environment stands as evidence that we know what it takes to 
combat any new or old case for our clients.    

No Cost 

As great as it is to know you are working with a qualified team with years of experience, the fear of cost sticks out like a sore thumb. However, our second 
promise is that your initial consultation is absolutely free, AND you will not pay us anything until after we settle or win your case.

The Six-Point Promise
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24/7 Connectivity
Certain cases can put a strain on individuals as circumstances change 
and updates take place, but if you have been in a wreck, your car 
accident lawyer is there to support you whenever you need. For 
example, if you hear news along the lines of the third-party insurance 
company not settling on a recent proposal and trying to make a 
different deal, Whether it is 5 a.m. or 9 p.m., you can chat with your 
car accident lawyer at any time. 

Come to You

With a busy schedule and potentially no vehicle to get you to our 
location, we will come to you. Weekends or weeknights, we make it a 
point to come to you whenever and wherever is best for you and your 
family. 

Defer Bills

To no surprise, getting injured in a crash calls for a lot of paperwork—
medical bills and employer validation for any lost wages after missing 
work can be challenging. Our car accident lawyers will help you find 
the right doctors and specialists you are looking for, and can also 
assist you with any lost wages documentation. 

Compensation

Our last promise is to right the wrongs that have come to you and help 
you get 100 percent of the compensation you deserve. It is in this area 
that victims most often miss out on what they are entitled to. Having a 
car accident lawyer on your side can make all the difference. 

Our six-point promise essentially guarantees you the most reliable and 
convenient coverage you can get. We will fight your case and make 
sure you are not alone going head to head against other insurance 
companies, negotiators, or any individual well-versed in the law.
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We can promise you things (and fulfill those promises) all day, but that might not give you the full assurance that you are seeking—you need a confirming 
voice that tells you that you can trust Robert J. DeBry and Associates. While you may know someone who has been in a car wreck, you might not have a 
friend or family member that can give you that confirming voice. We get that, but that is why we have a small amount of the reviews we have received in 
regard to our car accident lawyers.  

“I am very pleased with the service I received…You did a lot of work for a small fee.”

“I was injured in a car accident and left with an unsightly scar on my forearm. I had some hospital bills that I was worrying about having to pay. Since the 
accident was not my fault, my friend told me they were going through Robert DeBry for their accident claim, so I gave them a call. I have been very impressed 
with the whole process, from start to finish. I was kept well informed of the proceedings of my case, and I ended up getting more money for my damages then I 

expected!! I would highly recommend this law firm.”

“Just received my settlement check from my accident. I received the best care and got more than I thought I would with the help of my accident lawyer at 
Robert J. DeBry. It was easy, and they were so attentive. It helped me not stress over this and just focus on my recovery. Thanks for everything!”

Testimonials
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“When I was looking for someone to help with my car 
accident and subsequent pain that will come with [the 
accident], I came to Robert J. DeBry. I was more than 
pleasantly surprised when I came into the office and 
was treated like I matter—and not just another case 
number. Suffice it to say, throughout the whole legal 
process, they were friendly, cordial, and made sure I 

knew what was going on with my case.”

“Smooth and seamless service!! Above and beyond 
what was expected. I was kept in the loop about all 
processes and the current statuses. My lawyer and 

team never made me feel vindictive, they simply 
supported me in trying to get medical bills paid in a 

timely manner. The entire experience was very 
professional and courteous to all parties involved. 

Highly recommended!”

“All associates and legal counsel have been wonderful 
in helping me get compensation from a terrible no-fault 
car accident. From day one they have taken great care 

of me and my case… I will recommend Robert J. 
DeBry to anyone seeking a lawyer regarding an injury.”

The selected testimonials are just a half-dozen taken from hundreds of Google+, Avvo, Facebook, and other reviews. We aim to show each individual that we 
care about them personally, and sincerely take their case seriously. 
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Robert J. DeBry & Associates

The Goal at Robert J. DeBry is to help those in need. We execute this through truly understanding what our clients are going through and holding honest 
compassion to help ease their concerns. We use our expertise and experience to help them through difficult, traumatic situations. We are committed to stand 
up for those who cannot stand for themselves. After years of implementing this practice, we have gained national recognition as an honoree to the Nation Trial 
Lawyers’ Top 100 Trial Attorneys. 

Three of our attorneys have been selected to the list of Top-100 Trial Attorneys: Robert DeBry, Leonard McGee, and Kevin Swenson. These three in specific 
have resolved hundreds, if not thousands, of cases with genuine care. Others on the team, such as Steve Sullivan, our managing attorney and the President 
of the Utah Association of Justice, also dedicate their careers to being real advocates for the people.

Our law firm is full of qualified professionals, ready to take on your case and show you what the best law firm in Utah can do to help. 

Closing Remarks
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Summary

Car accidents are never an easy thing, and not too many people understand the stress that comes after the accident from all the bills and settlements that need to 
be taken care of. Through driving more courteously and defensively, thousands of individuals could avoid the stresses of a car accident. However, when an accident 
comes to you at no fault of your own, we highly recommend you consider hiring a car accident lawyer.

With over 200 years of combined experience in Utah law, we know what it takes to make sure that you will not struggle with your medical bills, damages, lost wages, 
and making negotiations. While those whom you must negotiate with may not have you in their best interests, we do — our team of car accident attorneys eager to 
help you and want to support you through your trial.

So, if you have any questions and need to meet with a car accident attorney, you can meet with us for a free consultation. We are here to serve you.

We hope this guide has given you all the information you need about proper car maintenance and safety, car accident facts, and hiring a car accident lawyer. Again, 
do not hesitate to hire a car accident attorney from Robert J. DeBry and Associates.
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Thank you for taking the time to read this guide. We hope that it has answered any questions you may have had and provided you with 
additional information that has been equally insightful. If you are have not had the time to read through the entire guide or could not find 

the answer you are looking for quick enough, take a look at the Frequently Asked Questions section below. 

For more information on the data we have collected, there is also a citations page at the very bottom.
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Why Should I See an Attorney or Car Accident Lawyer?

After being in an accident, you might find yourself in a situation in which you need to repair your vehicle, go to the hospital, and miss a few days or weeks of 
work. Depending on the situation, the coverage you receive for each scenario may vary. Insurance companies and other parties often try to do whatever they 
can to pay you the least amount of money as possible. In order to combat the complex language of the law that they will inevitably use, a car accident lawyer 
is well-versed in legal discussions and will give you the support you need in making negotiations. In the end, a car accident lawyer will assist you with the 
paperwork and get you the compensation you have right to.

What are Common Mistakes People Make After Being in a Car Accident?

Some of the most common mistakes that you could make after being in an accident include not calling the police, not taking notes or pictures of anything that 
will stand as evidence towards what happened, not taking care of your injuries and car repair immediately, not listening to the counsel of your doctor, being 
careless about what you say to others who ask about your accident (anything can be used against you), and not consulting a car accident lawyer if you are 
unsure about the coverage you are being offered.

What is the Value of My Car Accident Case?

The value of your case truly depends on whether you are at fault for the accident, and how much fault you are charged with. In Utah specifically, you will be 
compensated for the amount that you are not guilty of. With everything going in your favor, or simply with a car accident lawyer, you should be covered for 
your car repair, medical bills, and any lost wages from missing your work. As you might be able to figure, the total value differs based on the scenario. 

How Long Does a Car Accident Claim Take?

Similar to the value of a case, the time it takes depends on the factors involved. A case will last as long as the value and liabilities are being figured — this 
either will be solved by yourself or by a team. A case with an unambiguous liability and a definite estimated cost will only take a few weeks. If the situation is 
complex, it can take several months to resolve.  

What Claims Can I Make?

The claim you make after being in an accident hinges on what injuries or damages you receive. If you are not the at-fault driver, you can claim coverage for 
hospital visits, physical therapy sessions, lost wages while being away from work, repair for your vehicle and anything else that causes you a temporarily 
impaired way of living. To know what is best for your specific case, a car accident lawyer can navigate you throughout the process.

What Injuries can I be Compensated For?

In Utah, no matter what injury you sustain, if you are less than 50 percent at fault, then you can receive partial to full coverage for any medical bills you 
receive.

FAQs
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Can I be Compensated for Lost Wages?

Yes, you can, but like most car accident cases, it is contingent on a variety of other factors. If your insurance policy includes something like, “Exclusion of Work 
Loss,” then you will not receive coverage. To be sure, check with a car accident lawyer to figure out if the at-fault party’s insurance company will cover for your 
lost wages.

Will I Receive Diminished Value Compensation?

It is likely that you will be able to receive compensation, but it depends on your case. There are three types of diminished value: immediate, inherent and 
repair-related compensation; you can receive compensation for any of these three types.

Who Pays My Car Accident Related Medical Bills?

The way coverage works for medical bills following an accident is not a matter of who is at fault for the accident, because Utah is a no-fault state and has the 
Personal Injury Protection (PIP) policy in place. Insurance companies are required to cover up to $3,000 for any needed medical attention. If the bills go 
beyond the $3,000, then the at-fault party’s insurance will need to cover any additional charges. If there is any friction, a car accident lawyer can step in for 
you and help make a claim on your behalf.

What are the Car Accident Claim Time Limits?

If you are unable to reach a settlement with your insurance company or the third-party insurance company, you have three years from the date of the accident 
to recover any property damage and four years for any personal injury.

Should I be Talking to the At-Fault Driver’s Insurance Company?

Communicating with the third-party insurance company by yourself is risky. What you must understand is that while it seems like the insurance company is 
simply trying to resolve the case, the information you give them might stand against you in your legal claim. They are not necessarily doing this for you but 
because they have to—if they have an opportunity to decrease the amount they have to cover, they will. It is safest to allow a car accident lawyer to do the 
talking.

What If the At-Fault Driver Does Not Have Insurance?

The most reliable way to make sure you are covered when you are in a wreck with an individual without insurance is by having an insurance plan that includes 
uninsured and underinsured motorist coverage. If that policy is included in your plan, then you should not have too many problems. The alternative is filing a 
lawsuit against the other driver. To be safe, after the accident, talk with the on-site police officers to determine whether or not the other driver is insured.

Should I Accept the First Settlement Offer?

Once you receive a settlement offer from the third-party insurance company, you will want to make sure that you are getting the right amount to cover all of your 
assets and damages. If you are unsure about the offer, remember that insurance companies want to spend the least amount possible, especially if you are not 
their client. Even if the amount feels right, it is wise to consult with a car accident lawyer before accepting the offer. 38
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